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Dear Neighbors 

The last board meeting for 2018 was held on November 13. There will not be      

another board meeting until February 2019 which means this is the last newsletter 

for the year. 

I do hope that everyone has a wonderful and memorable Thanksgiving with family 

and friends. Traditionally, Thanksgiving has ushered in the Holiday Season but over 

the last several years the retailers have been pushing that start date earlier and   

earlier.  Have you ever tried to buy anything summer related in late August? Forget 

it!  The stores have packed it up to make room for fall items and winter clothing.  

Even before the last of the turkey has been eaten and pumpkin decorations have 

been stored away, we are inundated with advertisements for black Friday sales, 

cyber Monday deals and more catalogs then you can count.  Christmas music has 

been playing on some radio stations since the first of November and there has      

already been at least 2 local holiday parades!    

Even though I shake my head at the thought of seeing Santa in November it at least 

makes my offering holiday greetings while I’m still digesting Thanksgiving turkey less 

of an anomaly. 

So to that I say,  Wishing everyone who reads this newsletter a very happy holiday 

season filled with much laughter, joy and many wonderful memories. 

 

Diana Merciez 

Newsletter Editor 

 



 

  

 

Remember, this is a COMMUNITY 

NEWSLETTER, meaning anyone  can 
submit an  article or an advertisement 
for your business.  Articles can be sub-
mitted via email  to  
Newsletter@indianriverfarmshoa.org 
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RESCHEDULED COMMUNITY 

DAY 

Will be held May 4th in the  

common area.  

 

Community yard sale will be held 

on May 18th.  

 

 

 

From the Editor 

  A color copy of the newsletter can be 
found on the website  
indianriverfarmshoa.org 

2019 HOA Meetings 

Board Members and Contact Info 

Donald Darcy 

Diana Merciez 

Sun Betancourt 

Jim Smith 

Mike Boungiorno 

 Boardofdirectors@indianriverfarmshoa.org 

UPA Property Manager 

Jennifer Copeland 

jrcopeland@unitedpropertyassociates.com 

757-995-1391 

757-497-9133 (fax) 



 

 

  HOLIDAY DECORATING CONTEST 
 Anyone can participate by simply decorating the outside of your home. 

There are no guidelines or requirements.  On December 23rd a panel 

Of judges will tour the neighborhood and determine which homes will   

receive the prizes.  If you would like to be part of the panel of judges, 

please contact Jenn @ UPA.  The decision of the judges will be final. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, Second and Third place prizes will be awarded. The prizes will be 

VISA Gift cards of $100, $75 and $50.  

 

If for any reason you do not wish to have your home included, please  

contact Jenn @ UPA and let her know.   

 



 

  

        

Looking Back  

 This column  “looks back” at the most 
recent BOD meeting and report on items 
of  interest that were discussed. 

  

•  The board is moving forward with the    
addition of a sidewalk in the park. Look for 
it by Spring… pending cooperation from the 
weather! 

  

• The board is accepting bids from landscap-
ing companies to possibly  replace our    
current landscaper.  

 

• Jenn has placed a request to the city to   
inspect the sidewalks that are being        
disturbed by tree roots.   

 

•  The board elected to hold the Holiday 
Decorating Contest.   

 

  

 

  

 

 

MOVING FORWARD  

As you recall, Hurricane Florence 
RSVP’d to our Annual Meeting/
Community Day so the board voted 
to cancel. And...then she was a no-
show… Etiquette anyone??  

The board held the meeting portion 
in October at the regular board 
meeting. They also elected to re- 
schedule the Community Day “FUN” 
portion.  This will be held on May 
4th, 2019 in the common area. 
Food and entertainment will be   
provided through the HOA. 

If anyone would like to volunteer to 
help plan and organize, the board 
would be greatly appreciative. 
Please contact Jenn or the board to 
volunteer. 

 

On May 18, 2019 IRF will hold a  
Community Yard Sale.   The  
information will be placed on     
various social media outlets.  A 
banner will be hung at the entrance 
to the neighborhood.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Jenn 
or the board. 



Kickin’ It In The Kitchen   
  

  ITALIAN NUT COOKIES 
  

3/4 cup sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
2 egg yolks 
3/4 c. soft butter 
1/2 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/2 tsp. almond extract 
2 cups flour 
1 1/2 cup finely chopped walnuts 
2 egg whites, beaten 
1/2 jar of favorite preserves 
 
Combine first 6 ingredients in bowl and 
mix. Then add flour. Blend at low speed. 
Roll into 1 inch balls. Dip each ball into 
egg white and then roll in nuts. Place on 
a greased cookie sheet. Bake @ 350 for 
12 minutes or til firm. Make a depres-
sion in the center while cookies are still 
warm. Fill with preserves. 

 

    BMP  UPDATE 

 Per our HOA attorney from 
Inman and Strickler, we are await-
ing a reply from Thompson and  
Associates.  Both parties must 
agree to move the matter before a 
judge before a court date can be 
set.   

 
As a reminder, the decision to move 
the matter of who is responsible for 
the maintenance of the BMPs be-
fore a judge stems from a disagree-
ment on the interpretation of our 
HOA’s governing documents.   
 

By having a court rule we will be 
saving future boards and home-
owners from having to revisit this 
issue of maintenance responsibility. 
 

The City of VB will also be present 
so our intent is to have them pro-
vide clear instructions on how 
banks are to be maintained. This is 
important since the City carries out 
annual inspections on our BMPs.  



Holiday Fun Trivia 

Below are quotes from Holiday favorites.  See how many you know. 

1. I want to live again! 

2. It’s not just Krist that’s on trial. 

3. There’s no Christmas in the army. 

4. Hermey doesn’t make toys! 

5. Is there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about? 

6. Why, he didn’t stop Christmas from coming at all. 

7. Scut Farkus staring at us with his yellow eyes. 

8. Are there no work houses? No prisons? 

9. You smell like beef and cheese, you don’t smell like Santa. 

10. Happy Birthday! Hey, I said my first words! 

11. Kevin!!!! 

12. All day long I listen to people give me excuses why they can’t 

work. My legs hurt, my back aches, I’m only four. 

13. Can we take a direct flight back to reality, or do we have to 

change planes in Denver? 

14.Turbo Man, we could use a man like you on the force. 

15.The thing about trains, it doesn’t matter where they’re going. 

What matters is deciding to get on.  

 

1. It’s a wonderful life, 2. Miracle on 34th Street, 3. White Christmas, 4. Rudolph, 5. Charlie Brown’s Christmas,  

6. The Grinch, 7. Christmas Story, 8. A Christmas Carol, 9. Elf, 10. Frosty the Snowman, 11. Home Alone, 12. Scrooged. 

13.  The Santa Clause, 14. Jingle all the Way, 15. The Polar Express  



  

Per the IRF bylaws we are to be using 
Robert’s Rules of Order to conduct our 
board meetings.  Outlined below is the         
order of how the meetings will be     
conducted. 

Call to Order 

Welcome and Introductions  

Approval of minutes   

Homeowner Forum 

Management Report 

Treasurer Report 

Committees Report 

Old business 

New business 

Comments / Announcements 

Adjournment 

 

       

ROBERT’S RULES   

Of Order 

 Here are some key objectives for 
all meetings.  

1. During Homeowner Forum all 
comments will be addressed to 
the board. No other homeowner 
should comment unless called 
upon by the speaker to clarify. 
Homeowners will remain         
respectful at all times.  

2. Homeowner Forum will be     
limited to 3 minutes per    
speaker. Those who request 
speaking time are asked to sign 
up prior to the meeting’s call to 
order.  A sheet will be provided. 

3. Upon closing of Homeowner  
Forum all further discussion will 
take place by the board mem-
bers. They may call on a home-
owner for input however at no 
other time should homeowners 
interrupt or interject. If a home-
owner has something to add 
that is pertinent they are asked 
to raise their hand and wait to 
be acknowledged by the board 
president. 

4. Board members during           
discussions shall each have an   
opportunity to weigh in. Each 
board member shall be given the 
opportunity to speak when       
discussing a topic. Board members 
shall remain respectful to others in 
attendance at all times. If needed, 
a second round of discussions will 
take place once everyone has the 
chance to weigh in.  

If you are unable to attend a meeting but 
have a comment or question for the board, 
you may email these to: 

boardofdirectors@indianriverfarmshoa.org 

 





    HOLIDAY SESSIONS AVAILABLE NOW 
                             $125 

 includes customized session 
access to all digital prints 
30 complimentary holiday photo 
cards with mailing envelopes. 

Refer a friend who purchases a     
session and  we will waive your next 
sitting fee!  

See our FB page or visit our web site 
Call to book session!! 757 515 2404 

     merciezphotography.com  

  

            Business Advertisements  

. 

Need help in planning that family Vacation, 

Weekend Get-A-Way or that Bucket List 

Adventure? I’m here to help and right in 

the neighborhood.  Call and together we 

can make it happen.   

Mike Boungiorno 

Travel Consultant 

757-217-7428 

bungie@time4vacation.com 

   Merciez Photography 

Let us make your holiday meals the easiest ever !! 

          Cherry wood Smoked Turkey and Ham 

2016 World Champion Female Pitmaster Finalist 

          Champion BBQ  at  Backyard Price  

          Bigdogbbqva.com    757-619-0704 

              Theresa@bigdogbbqva.com 


